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Experts gather tor world heritage talks

Xu Wei

CHINA is celebrating its famed
world heritage sites — its great
archeological wonders as well
as its intangible cultural heri-
tage, ranging from operas and
folk songs to textiles.

The International Sympo-
sium on World Heritage Con-
servation opened yesterday in
the city, attracting 100 domes-
tic and foreign experts for

three days of talks on enhanc-
ing heritage conservation.

The Conservation Prize for
Asian-Pacific Heritage by
UNESCO is to be awarded to-
night.

“Given globalization and
urbanization, the conservation
of heritage should be a task for
the whole society,” said Du
Yue, vice secretary-general of
Chinese National Commission
for the UNESCO.

UNESCO’s World Heritage
list includes 812 sites in more
than 130 countries.

With 31 World Heritage
sites, China ranks third, after
[taly and Spain.

“The value of World Heri-
tage sites lies in their being the
best representative of a tradi-
tional way of life,” said
Giovanni Boccardi, a
UNESCO official.

Over five years, China has

invested 7.9 billion yuan,
(US$987.50 million) on cul-
tural heritage protection. The
country now has 2,351 historic
sites and 518 types of intan-
gible cultural heritage, such as
operas, folk story telling and
textiles.

Shanghai’s nine intangible
heritages are “luogushu,” a tra-
ditional storytelling art ac-
companied by gongs and
drums; Gu-style family em-

broidery, textile techniques
from Songjiang District, Huju
Opera, Peking Opera, Yueju
Opera, Kunqu Opera, bamboo
carving from Jiading District
and “sizhu” (silk and bamboo)
instrumental ensembles from
south of the Yangtze River.

China will celebrate its first
national “Cultural Heritage
Day” this Saturday. Admission
to 60 relics sites and museums
will be free on that day.
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‘Shanghai emphasizes heritage protection

By Zhou Weirong

Shanghai, as a historical city, basically
meets the requirements of a World Herit-
age site. However, awareness among the city
residents’ about the importance of protect-
ing cultural heritage still needs to be raised,
according to a UN-sponsored symposium
held in the city.

“Shanghai still needs a long time to make
its World Heritage application. What is more
important is, every Shanghai resident should
pay attention to and participate in conserving
the city’s cultural heritage,” said Wu Jiang,
deputy chief of Shanghai Municipal Urban
Planning Administration Bureau.

The 2006 International Symposium on

#

88800000 SE e eSS EEs aEE .

World Heritage Conservation ended Satur-
day at Tongji University, after attracting at
least 100 domestic and foreign experts for
three days of talks on enhancing heritage
conservation.

Shanghai’s historical cultural heritage
experienced immense damages over the last

. century. In the new century, the government

has put cultural heritage conservation at the
top of the city’s development agenda.

The municipal government has put 623
historical cultural sites on the conservation
list. However, according to Professor Luan
Yisan from the National Research Centre
of Historical and Cultural Cities, there are
at least 5,000 historical sites in the city that
need to be protected as soon as possible. The
government should not sacrifice this herit-

age for short-term economic gain, he said.

“Among all managers of World Herit-
age sites around the planet, the Chinese
ones are possibly those for whom the chal-
lenge is greatest, considering the process
of change which is affecting this country;,”
said Giovanni Boccardi, chief of East Asia
and the Pacific unit, UNESCO World Herit-
age Centre.

‘Faced with mounting pressure from
human activities, reduced financial and
environmental resources and climate
change, the heritage field is finding it more
and more difficult to continue its activities
armed with the traditional tools of inter-
national charters and technical-scientific
knowledge on preservation.

A strategic shift is required to recog-

nize the wider context in which conserva-
tion decisions are made and integrate the
notion of sustainability in heritage policies
and practices.”

To arouse public concern on the is-
sue, the State Council designated June 10
national “Cultural Heritage Day,” starting
this year.

UNESCO's World Heritage list includes
812 sites in more than 130 countries. With
31 World Heritage sites, China ranks third,
after Italy and Spain.

Over five years, China has invested
7.9 billion yuan, (U$$987.50 million) on
cultural heritage protection. The country
now has 2,351 historic sites and 518 typesof
intangible cultural heritage, such as operas,
folk story telling and textiles.
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