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From
 June to N

ovem
ber 2022, W

H
ITR

A
P

 S
hanghai w

ill organize a series 
of 6 m

onthly online W
orld H

eritage D
ialogues including a W

H
ITR

A
P

 
H

erit-A
P

 C
hat, in July, hosted by the C

ollege of A
rchitecture and U

rban 
P

lanning (C
A

U
P

) Tongji U
niversity (S

hanghai, C
hina) to celebrate the 

50
th A

nniversary of the 
C

o
n
v
e
n
tio

n
 

C
o
n
c
e
rn

in
g

 
th

e
 

P
ro

te
c
tio

n
 

o
f 

th
e
 
W

o
rld

 
C

u
ltu

ra
l 

a
n
d
 
N

a
tu

ra
l 

H
e
rita

g
e, w

hich w
as adopted on 16

th 
N

ovem
ber 1972 by the G

eneral C
onference of U

N
E

S
C

O
. 

S
haring 

challenging 
and 

successful 
exam

ples 
to 

m
anage 

W
orld 

H
eritage is at the heart of W

H
ITR

A
P

’s m
andate as a U

N
E

S
C

O
 C

ategory 
2 C

entre for the A
sia and P

acific R
egion. 

These D
ialogues are part of C

A
U

P
 Tongji U

niversity and W
H

ITR
A

P
’s 

activities to com
m

em
orate the 50

th anniversary of the W
o
rld

 H
e
rita

g
e

 

C
o
n
v
e
n
tio

n as w
ell as the 40

th anniversary of C
hina’s Fam

ous H
istorical 

and C
ultural C

ity List and the 70
th anniversary of C

A
U

P
 Tongji U

niversity, 
and the Tongji P

lanning C
entennial. The com

m
em

oration activities also 
include an online international conference “W

orld H
eritage and U

rban-
R

ural S
ustainable D

evelopm
ent: R

esilience and Innovation” (15
-16 

N
ovem

ber 2022) and an offline and online public exhibition “W
orld 

H
eritage C

ities: P
ast, P

resent and Future” (16 to 30 N
ovem

ber 2022). 
The outcom

es of the W
orld H

eritage D
ialogues w

ill be presented at 
the international conference, and all the D

ialogues are included in the 
C

A
U

P
 Tongji U

niversity lectures program
 and W

H
ITR

A
P

’s training 
activities. 

The W
H

ITR
A

P
 S

hanghai W
orld H

eritage D
ialogues w

ill look at the 
C

o
n
v
e
n
tio

n’s past successes and challenges as w
ell as achievem

ents 
and challenges to com

e. It w
ill contribute to im

agining the 
N

e
x
t 

5
0
: 

W
o
rld

 H
e
rita

g
e
 a

s
 a

 s
o
u
rc

e
 o

f re
s
ilie

n
c
e
, h

u
m

a
n
ity

 a
n
d
 in

n
o
v
a
tio

n.

The D
ialogues are know

ledge sharing roundtable discussions aim
ing 

to 
show

case 
and 

discuss 
the 

conservation 
and 

m
anagem

ent 
of 

W
orld H

eritage sites, the strength and relevance of the 
C

o
n
v
e
n
tio

n 
and the w

ays to achieve a better linkage betw
een conservation and 

developm
ent as w

ell as prom
oting A

sia and P
acific experiences. 

E
ach D

ialogue w
ill address a specific them

e and invite m
em

bers of 
the W

orld H
eritage C

om
m

unity from
 the A

sia P
acific R

egion as w
ell 

as other R
egions of the W

orld to com
pare approaches and lessons 

learned. 

T
h

e
m

e
s

•  W
orld H

eritage and Q
uality of Life

•  R
ural H

eritage 

•  D
igital Tools for H

eritage 

•  C
lim

ate C
hange and R

esilience 

•  Large S
cale W

orld H
eritage P

roperties 

•  C
ulture N

ature 

W
ith 194 State P

arties, the 
C

o
n
v
e
n
tio

n is the m
ost internationally 

ratified U
N

E
S

C
O

 instrum
ent and since its adoption, W

orld H
eritage 

has becom
e one of U

N
E

S
C

O
’s flagships. Today, 1154 properties 

in 164 countries are inscribed on the W
orld H

eritage List. The A
sia 

P
acific R

egion counts 24%
 of sites inscribed on the List, w

ith 277 
properties, 95 C

ultural, 75 N
atural and 12 M

ixed, spreading from
 

C
entral A

sia to the P
acific islands. They represent a great variety of 

types of heritage, behold m
any different custodians and provide a 

vast diversity of ingenious m
anagem

ent m
echanism

 to protect the 
O

utstanding U
niversal Value (O

U
V

) of each property. 

The online D
ialogues w

ill be in English w
ith sim

ultaneous interpretation 
in C

hinese. V
ideo recordings of the D

ialogue and a brief synthesis w
ill 

be published online on the W
H

ITR
A

P
 w

ebsite.
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1. S
aturday 11 June

T
h
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: W

o
r
ld
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r
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 a

n
d

 Q
u

a
lit
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f L
ife

Tim
e: 15:00

-17:30 B
eijing tim

e (7:00
-9:30 U

TC
)

2. W
ednesday 27 July

T
h

e
m

e
: R

u
r
a

l H
e

r
it

a
g

e

Tim
e: 14.00

-16:00 B
eijing tim

e (6:00
-8:00 U

TC
)

3. W
ednesday 17 A

ugust

T
h

e
m

e
: D

ig
it

a
l T

o
o

ls
 fo

r
 H

e
r
it

a
g

e

Tim
e: 14.00

-16:00 B
eijing tim

e (6:00
-8:00 U

TC
)

4. W
ednesday 14 S

eptem
ber

T
h

e
m

e
: C
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e

 C
h

a
n

g
e

 a
n

d
 R

e
s
ilie
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e
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eijing tim

e (6:00
-8:00 U
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5. W
ednesday 12 O

ctober

T
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-16:00 B
eijing tim

e (6:00
-8:00 U
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6. W
ednesday 2 N

ovem
ber

T
h

e
m

e
: C

u
lt

u
r
e

 N
a

t
u

r
e

 

Tim
e: 14.00

-16:00 B
eijing tim

e (6:00
-8:00 U

TC
)
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A
 different approach to defining O

utstanding U
niversal V

alue

From
 11 June to 16 N

ovem
ber 2022, W

H
ITR

A
P

 S
hanghai w

ill organize 
a series of 6 m

onthly online 
W

o
r
ld

 
H

e
r
it

a
g

e
 
D

ia
lo

g
u

e
s including a 

W
H

ITR
A

P
 H

e
r
it

-A
P

 C
h

a
t, in July, hosted by the C

ollege of A
rchitecture 

and U
rban P

lanning (C
A

U
P

) Tongji U
niversity (S

hanghai, C
hina) to 

celebrate the 50th A
nniversary of the 

C
o

n
v
e

n
t
io

n
 
C

o
n

c
e

r
n

in
g

 
t
h

e
 

P
r
o

t
e

c
t
io

n
 
o

f 
t
h

e
 
W

o
r
ld

 
C

u
lt

u
r
a

l 
a

n
d

 
N

a
t
u

r
a

l 
H

e
r
it

a
g

e, w
hich 

w
as adopted on 16th N

ovem
ber 1972 by the G

eneral C
onference of 

U
N

E
S

C
O

. 

O
n 12 O

ctober 2022 at 14.00-16:30 B
eijing tim

e (U
TC

+8), the 5th 
W

H
ITR

A
P

 S
hanghai W

orld H
eritage D

ialogue w
ill discuss “

W
o

r
ld

 

H
e

r
it

a
g

e
 L

a
r
g

e
 S

c
a

le
 a

n
d

 S
e

r
ia

l P
r
o

p
e

r
t
ie

s
 -- A

 d
if

fe
r
e

n
t
 a

p
p

r
o

a
c
h

 

to defining O
utstanding U

niversal V
alues” through exam

ples and 
case studies provided by experts from

 the A
sia-P

acific region and 
around the w

orld. In com
parison to the other them

atic dialogue them
es 

focusing on the quality of life, rural heritage, heritage and the digital 
revolution, clim

ate change and resilience, and the nature culture link, 
this D

ialogue w
ill focus m

ostly on the evolution of the O
utstanding 

U
niversal Values of properties inscribed on the W

orld H
eritage List 

from
 the perspective of boundaries. P

articipants are invited to share 
perspectives based on their professional experience in their respective 
fields to discuss if scale, a serial and/or a transnational approach allow

s 
to differently define and identify w

hat carries the O
utstanding U

niversal 
Values of properties and in w

hat w
ay and w

hat are the m
anagem

ent 
opportunities and challenges of such large, serial and transnational 
properties.

The second half of the 20th century saw
 the evolution of a different 

approach to history focusing on long tim
e spans, vast geo-cultural 

areas, com
plex social dim

ensions as w
ell as the interaction betw

een 
different areas of know

ledge, w
hich leads to considering different 

types of objects, their functional relations in tim
e and space.  

The conceptual change w
as reflected not only on a different approach 

to understanding heritage but how
 its values could be identified by 

expanding not only size but considering different layers, characterizing 
different attributes, and reflecting on the com

plexity of sites and 
functional relationships as w

ell as involving a variety of stakeholders. 

The W
orld H

eritage List reflects this change of approach. To ensure 
consistency and m

anageability for sites either too huge or m
ade of 

too m
any com

ponents, the C
om

m
ittee has adopted detailed principles 

defined in the O
perational G

uidelines on serial and transboundary 
or transnational properties, w

hilst in the spirit of article 6 and of the 
C

onvention cooperation is encouraged betw
een States P

arties. 

The 5th D
ialogue w

ill look in detail at a selection of 5 cultural W
orld 

H
eritage properties, including the S

ilk R
oads: the R

outes N
etw

ork of 
C

hang’an-Tianshan C
orridor, the A

rchitectural W
ork of Le C

orbusier: 
an O

utstanding C
ontribution to the M

odern M
ovem

ent, the G
rand 

C
anal, the G

reat W
all, and the G

reat S
pa Tow

ns of Europe. E
ach 

of these illustrates a specific approach and w
ill allow

 to trigger a 
reflection on the evolution of W

orld H
eritage O

utstanding U
niversal 

Value, its safeguard and the m
anagem

ent of properties in relation to 
the concerns and challenges of today’s w

orld, nam
ely clim

ate change, 
conflicts, C

O
V

ID
, m

ass tourism
, social inequity, etc. In doing so this 

D
ialogue w

ants to contribute to im
agining a w

ay forw
ard for the next 

50 years.

M
ore info at http://w

w
w

.w
hitr-ap.org/indexphp?classid=

1461&
new

sid=
3341&

t=
show
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W
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YA
N

 H
aim

ing, A
ssociate R

esearch Fellow
 at C

hina A
cadem

y of C
ultural 

H
eritage, D

irector of IC
O

M
O

S
 C

hina S
ecretariat
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N
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•N
IS

H
I K

azuhiko, C
hief S

enior S
pecialist for C

ultural P
roperties 

O
ffice for International C

ooperation on C
ultural H

eritages A
gency for 

C
ultural A

ffairs, G
overnm

ent of Japan 

•D
r S

angeeta B
A

G
G

A
, P

rincipal, C
handigarh C

ollege of A
rchitecture, 

C
handigarh, India

•G
U

A
N

G
 X

iaoxia, A
ssociate R

esearch C
urator on C

ultural R
elics 

and M
useum

 of Yangzhou W
orld H

eritage C
onservation and 

M
anagem

ent O
ffice (G

rand C
anal H

eritage C
onservation and 

M
anagem

ent O
ffice)

•ZH
A

N
G

 Y
im

eng, A
ssociate R

esearcher, W
orld C

ultural H
eritage 

C
entre of C

hina at the C
hinese A

cadem
y of C

ultural H
eritage 

(C
A

C
H

), C
hina

•P
aul S

IM
O

N
S

, S
ecretary G

eneral G
reat S

pa Tow
ns of Europe, 

U
nited K

ingdom

15:15-16:15 R
ound Table D

iscussion 

M
oderator: M

arie-N
oël TO

U
R

N
O

U
X

, P
roject D

irector, W
H

ITR
A

P
 

S
hanghai

YA
N

 H
aim

ing, N
IS

H
I K

azuhiko, S
angeeta B

A
G

G
A

, G
U

A
N

G
 X

iaoxia, 

ZH
A

N
G

 Y
im

eng, P
aul S

IM
O

N
S

.
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P
lanning, Tongji U

niversity, C
hina 
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roject D
irector, W
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P
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hanghai
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M
arie-N

o
ël T

O
U

R
N

O
U

X

P
ro

ject D
irecto

r, W
H

IT
R

A
P

 S
h

an
g

h
ai

M
arie-N

oël TO
U

R
N

O
U

X
 joined W

H
ITR

A
P

 S
hanghai in A

pril 2018, as P
roject D

irector. S
he 

focuses urban heritage and sustainable urban developm
ent. S

he studied A
rt history and 

E
nglish Literature at the S

orbonne U
niversity, P

aris, France. S
he w

as a researcher for the 
French M

inistry of C
ulture’s C

ultural Inventory S
ervice. H

er research area w
as 19

th and 
20

th century architecture and urban heritage, religious architecture and resort tow
ns. From

 
2002 to 2017 she w

orked at the W
orld H

eritage C
entre, U

N
E

S
C

O
, in several R

egional and 
Them

atic U
nits. S

he has been involved in m
any technical assistant projects and state of 

conservation m
onitoring activities in E

urope, A
frica and A

sia, focusing m
ainly on urban 

heritage and cultural landscapes as w
ell as H

eritage Im
pact A

ssessm
ents. S

he assisted in 
the developm

ent  U
N

E
S

C
O

’s “R
ecom

m
endation on  the H

istoric U
rban Landscape” (H

U
L) 

adopted in 2011. S
he im

plem
ented  H

U
L related projects and studies. In 2015 to 2016 she 

assisted in U
N

E
S

C
O

’s global report for sustainable developm
ent “C

ulture : U
rban Future”.

Y
A

N
 H

aim
in

g
 

A
sso

ciate R
esearch

 Fello
w

  
C

h
in

a A
cad

em
y o

f C
u

ltu
ral H

eritag
e

D
irecto

r o
f IC

O
M

O
S

 C
h

in
a S

ecretariat

Y
A

N
 H

a
im

in
g

 received his P
hD

 degree at the U
niversity of V

irginia. H
e is a sociologist in 

fields of cultural sociology, collective m
em

ory, globalization, and W
orld H

eritage studies. 
H

e has been w
orking on topics such as C

hina’s large-scale archaeological sites, heritage 
policy and law

s, vernacular buildings in traditional villages, as w
ell as urban regeneration. 

H
is articles appear in the 

In
te

rn
a
tio

n
a
l 

J
o
u
rn

a
l 

o
f 

H
e
rita

g
e, B

lackw
ell’s 

A
 
C

o
m

p
a
n
io

n
 
to

 

H
e
rita

g
e
 S

tu
d
ie

s, etc. H
is book W

o
rld

 H
e
rita

g
e
 C

ra
z
e
 in

 C
h
in

a
 w

as published in 2018 by 
B

erghahn B
ooks. H

e has been engaged in serial W
orld H

eritage nom
ination, m

anagem
ent 

and m
onitoring in C

hina, nam
ely the M

aritim
e S

ilk R
oad. H

e is also serving as the director 
of the IC

O
M

O
S

 C
hina S

ecretariat, and active in the dissem
ination of heritage-related 
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r C
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 C
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c
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C
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R
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G
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C
u

lt
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r
a

l a
n

d
 N

a
t
u

r
a

l H
e

r
it

a
g

e

The G
eneral C

onference of the U
nited N

ations Educational, S
cientific 

and C
ultural O

rganization m
eeting in P

aris from
 17 O

ctober to 21 
N

ovem
ber 1972, at its seventeenth session,

N
oting that the cultural heritage and the natural heritage are increasingly 

threatened w
ith destruction not only by the traditional causes of decay, 

but also by changing social and econom
ic conditions w

hich aggravate 
the situation w

ith even m
ore form

idable phenom
ena of dam

age or 
destruction,

C
onsidering that deterioration or disappearance of any item

 of the 
cultural or natural heritage constitutes a harm

ful im
poverishm

ent of 
the heritage of all the nations of the w

orld,

C
onsidering that protection of this heritage at the national level often 

rem
ains incom

plete because of the scale of the resources w
hich it 

requires and of the insufficient econom
ic, scientific, and technological 

resources of the country w
here the property to be protected is situated,

R
ecalling that the C

onstitution of the O
rganization provides that it w

ill 
m

aintain, increase, and diffuse know
ledge, by assuring the conservation 

and protection of the w
orld’s heritage, and recom

m
ending to the 

nations concerned the necessary international conventions,

C
onsidering 

that 
the 

existing 
international 

conventions, 
recom

m
endations 

and 
resolutions 

concerning 
cultural 

and 
natural 

property dem
onstrate the im

portance, for all the peoples of the w
orld, 

of safeguarding this unique and irreplaceable property, to w
hatever 

people it m
ay belong,

C
onsidering 

that 
parts 

of 
the 

cultural 
or 

natural 
heritage 

are 
of 

outstanding interest and therefore need to be preserved as part of the 
w

orld heritage of m
ankind as a w

hole,

C
onsidering that, in view

 of the m
agnitude and gravity of the new

 
dangers 

threatening 
them

, 
it 

is 
incum

bent 
on 

the 
international 

com
m

unity as a w
hole to participate in the protection of the cultural 
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and natural heritage of outstanding universal value, by the granting of 
collective assistance w

hich, although not taking the place of action by 
the State concerned, w

ill serve as an efficient com
plem

ent thereto,

C
onsidering that it is essential for this purpose to adopt new

 provisions 
in the form

 of a convention establishing an effective system
 of collective 

protection of the cultural and natural heritage of outstanding universal 
value, organized on a perm

anent basis and in accordance w
ith m

odern 
scientific m

ethods,

H
aving decided, at its sixteenth session, that this question should be 

m
ade the subject of an international convention, 

A
dopts this sixteenth day of N

ovem
ber 1972 this C

onvention.

I. D
efinition of the C

ultural and N
atural H

eritage

A
rtic

le
 1

For the purposes of this C
onvention, the follow

ing shall be considered 
as “cultural heritage”:

m
onum

ents: 
architectural 

w
orks, 

w
orks 

of 
m

onum
ental 

sculpture 
and painting, elem

ents or structures of an archaeological nature, 
inscriptions, cave dw

ellings and com
binations of features, w

hich are 
of outstanding universal value from

 the point of view
 of history, art or 

science;

groups of buildings: groups of separate or connected buildings w
hich, 

because of their architecture, their hom
ogeneity or their place in the 

landscape, are of outstanding universal value from
 the point of view

 of 
history, art or science;

sites: w
orks of m

an or the com
bined w

orks of nature and m
an, and 

areas including archaeological sites w
hich are of outstanding universal 

value from
 the historical, aesthetic, ethnological or anthropological 

point of view
.

A
rtic

le
 2

For the purposes of this C
onvention, the follow

ing shall be considered 
as “natural heritage”:

natural features consisting of physical and biological form
ations or 

groups of such form
ations, w

hich are of outstanding universal value 
from

 the aesthetic or scientific point of view
;

geological and physiographical form
ations and precisely delineated 

areas w
hich constitute the habitat of threatened species of anim

als 
and plants of outstanding universal value from

 the point of view
 of 

science or conservation;

natural 
sites 

or 
precisely 

delineated 
natural 

areas 
of 

outstanding 
universal value from

 the point of view
 of science, conservation or 

natural beauty.

A
rtic

le
 3

It is for each State P
arty to this C

onvention to identify and delineate 
the different properties situated on its territory m

entioned in A
rticles 

1 and 2 above.

II. 
N

a
t
io

n
a

l 
P

r
o

t
e

c
t
io

n
 
a

n
d

 
In

t
e

r
n

a
t
io

n
a

l 
P

r
o

t
e

c
t
io

n
 
o

f 
t
h

e
 

C
u

lt
u

r
a

l a
n

d
 N

a
t
u

r
a

l H
e

r
it

a
g

e

A
rtic

le
 4

E
ach State P

arty to this C
onvention recognizes that the duty of 

ensuring the identification, protection, conservation, presentation and 
transm

ission to future generations of the cultural and natural heritage 
referred to in A

rticles 1 and 2and situated on its territory, belongs 
prim

arily to that State. It w
ill do all it can to this end, to the utm

ost 
of its ow

n resources and, w
here appropriate, w

ith any international 
assistance and co-operation, in particular, financial, artistic, scientific 
and technical, w

hich it m
ay be able to obtain.

A
rtic

le
 5

To 
ensure 

that 
effective 

and 
active 

m
easures 

are 
taken 

for 
the 

protection, conservation and presentation of the cultural and natural 
heritage situated on its territory, each State P

arty to this C
onvention 

shall endeavor, in so far as possible, and as appropriate for each 
country:

1.  to adopt a general policy w
hich aim

s to give the cultural and natural 
heritage a function in the life of the com

m
unity and to integrate the 
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protection of that heritage into com
prehensive planning program

m
es;

2. to set up w
ithin its territories, w

here such services do not exist, 
one or m

ore services for the protection, conservation and presentation 
of the cultural and natural heritage w

ith an appropriate staff and 
possessing the m

eans to discharge their functions;

3.  to develop scientific and technical studies and research and to 
w

ork out such operating m
ethods as w

ill m
ake the State capable of 

counteracting the dangers that threaten its cultural or natural heritage;

4. to take the appropriate legal, scientific, technical, adm
inistrative 

and financial m
easures necessary for the identification, protection, 

conservation, presentation and rehabilitation of this heritage; and

5.  to foster the establishm
ent or developm

ent of national or regional 
centres for training in the protection, conservation and presentation of 
the cultural and natural heritage and to encourage scientific research 
in this field.

A
rtic

le
 6

1.  W
hilst fully respecting the sovereignty of the States on w

hose 
territory the cultural and natural heritage m

entioned in A
rticles 1 and 2 

is situated, and w
ithout prejudice to property right provided by national 

legislation, the States P
arties to this C

onvention recognize that such 
heritage constitutes a w

orld heritage for w
hose protection it is the duty 

of the international com
m

unity as a w
hole to co-operate.

2. The States P
arties undertake, in accordance w

ith the provisions 
of this C

onvention, to give their help in the identification, protection, 
conservation and presentation of the cultural and natural heritage 
referred to in paragraphs 2 and 4 of A

rticle 11 if the States on w
hose 

territory it is situated so request.

3. E
ach State P

arty to this C
onvention undertakes not to take any 

deliberate m
easures w

hich m
ight dam

age directly or indirectly the 
cultural and natural heritage referred to in A

rticles 1 and 2 situated on 
the territory of other States P

arties to this C
onvention.

A
rtic

le
 7

For the purpose of this C
onvention, international protection of the 

w
orld cultural and natural heritage shall be understood to m

ean the 
establishm

ent of a system
 of international co-operation and assistance 

designed to support States P
arties to the C

onvention in their efforts to 
conserve and identify that heritage.

III. In
t
e

r
g

o
v
e

r
n

m
e

n
t
a

l C
o

m
m

it
t
e

e
 fo

r
 t

h
e

 P
r
o

t
e

c
t
io

n
 o

f t
h

e
 

W
o

r
ld

 C
u

lt
u

r
a

l a
n

d
 N

a
t
u

r
a

l H
e

r
it

a
g

e

A
rtic

le
 8

1. A
n Intergovernm

ental C
om

m
ittee for the P

rotection of the C
ultural 

and N
atural H

eritage of O
utstanding U

niversal Value, called “the W
orld 

H
eritage C

om
m

ittee”, is hereby established w
ithin the U

nited N
ations 

Educational, S
cientific and C

ultural O
rganization. It shall be com

posed 
of 15 States P

arties to the C
onvention, elected by States P

arties 
to the C

onvention m
eeting in general assem

bly during the ordinary 
session of the G

eneral C
onference of the U

nited N
ations Educational, 

S
cientific and C

ultural O
rganization. The num

ber of States m
em

bers 
of the C

om
m

ittee shall be increased to 21 as from
 the date of the 

ordinary session of the G
eneral C

onference follow
ing the entry into 

force of this C
onvention for at least 40 States.

2. Election of m
em

bers of the C
om

m
ittee shall ensure an equitable 

representation of the different regions and cultures of the w
orld.

3. A
 representative of the International C

entre for the Study of the 
P

reservation 
and 

R
estoration 

of 
C

ultural 
P

roperty 
(IC

C
R

O
M

), 
a 

representative 
of 

the 
International 

C
ouncil 

of 
M

onum
ents 

and 
S

ites (IC
O

M
O

S
) and a representative of the International U

nion for 
C

onservation of N
ature and N

atural R
esources (IU

C
N

), to w
hom

 m
ay 

be added, at the request of States P
arties to the C

onvention m
eeting 

in general assem
bly during the ordinary sessions of the G

eneral 
C

onference of the U
nited N

ations Educational, S
cientific and C

ultural 
O

rganization, 
representatives 

of 
other 

intergovernm
ental 

or 
non-

governm
ental organizations, w

ith sim
ilar objectives, m

ay attend the 
m

eetings of the C
om

m
ittee in an advisory capacity.

A
rtic

le
 9

1. The term
 of office of States m

em
bers of the W

orld H
eritage 

C
om

m
ittee shall extend from

 the end of the ordinary session of the 
G

eneral C
onference during w

hich they are elected until the end of its 
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third subsequent ordinary session.

2.  The term
 of office of one-third of the m

em
bers designated at the 

tim
e of the first election shall, how

ever, cease at the end of the first 
ordinary session of the G

eneral C
onference follow

ing that at w
hich they 

w
ere elected; and the term

 of office of a further third of the m
em

bers 
designated at the sam

e tim
e shall cease at the end of the second 

ordinary session of the G
eneral C

onference follow
ing that at w

hich 
they w

ere elected. The nam
es of these m

em
bers shall be chosen by 

lot by the P
resident of the G

eneral C
onference of the U

nited N
ations 

Educational, S
cientific and C

ultural O
rganization after the first election.

3. 
 

States 
m

em
bers 

of 
the 

C
om

m
ittee 

shall 
choose 

as 
their 

representatives persons qualified in the field of the cultural or natural 
heritage.

A
rtic

le
 1

0

1.  The W
orld H

eritage C
om

m
ittee shall adopt its R

ules of P
rocedure.

2. The C
om

m
ittee m

ay at any tim
e invite public or private organizations 

or individuals to participate in its m
eetings for consultation on particular 

problem
s.

3.  The C
om

m
ittee m

ay create such consultative bodies as it deem
s 

necessary for the perform
ance of its functions.

A
rtic

le
 1

1

1.  Every State P
arty to this C

onvention shall, in so far as possible, 
subm

it to the W
orld H

eritage C
om

m
ittee an inventory of property 

form
ing part of the cultural and natural heritage, situated in its territory 

and suitable for inclusion in the list provided for in paragraph 2 of this 
A

rticle. This inventory, w
hich shall not be considered exhaustive, shall 

include docum
entation about the location of the property in question 

and its significance.

2.  O
n the basis of the inventories subm

itted by States in accordance 
w

ith paragraph 1, the C
om

m
ittee shall establish, keep up to date and 

publish, under the title of “W
orld H

eritage List,” a list of properties 
form

ing part of the cultural heritage and natural heritage, as defined 

in A
rticles 1 and 2 of this C

onvention, w
hich it considers as having 

outstanding universal value in term
s of such criteria as it shall have 

established. A
n updated list shall be distributed at least every tw

o 
years.

3.  The inclusion of a property in the W
orld H

eritage List requires the 
consent of the State concerned. The inclusion of a property situated 
in a territory, sovereignty or jurisdiction over w

hich is claim
ed by m

ore 
than one State shall in no w

ay prejudice the rights of the parties to the 
dispute.

4. The C
om

m
ittee shall establish, keep up to date and publish, 

w
henever circum

stances shall so require, under the title of “List of 
W

orld H
eritage in D

anger”, a list of the property appearing in the 
W

orld H
eritage List for the conservation of w

hich m
ajor operations 

are necessary and for w
hich assistance has been requested under 

this C
onvention. This list shall contain an estim

ate of the cost of such 
operations. The list m

ay include only such property form
ing part of the 

cultural and natural heritage as is threatened by serious and specific 
dangers, such as the threat of disappearance caused by accelerated 
deterioration, large- scale public or private projects or rapid urban 
or tourist developm

ent projects; destruction caused by changes in 
the use or ow

nership of the land; m
ajor alterations due to unknow

n 
causes; abandonm

ent for any reason w
hatsoever; the outbreak or the 

threat of an arm
ed conflict; calam

ities and cataclysm
s; serious fires, 

earthquakes, landslides; volcanic eruptions; changes in w
ater level, 

floods and tidal w
aves. The C

om
m

ittee m
ay at any tim

e, in case of 
urgent need, m

ake a new
 entry in the List of W

orld H
eritage in D

anger 
and publicize such entry im

m
ediately.

5.  The C
om

m
ittee shall define the criteria on the basis of w

hich a 
property belonging to the cultural or natural heritage m

ay be included 
in either of the lists m

entioned in paragraphs 2 and 4 of this article.

6.  B
efore refusing a request for inclusion in one of the tw

o lists 
m

entioned in paragraphs 2 and 4 of this article, the C
om

m
ittee shall 

consult the State P
arty in w

hose territory the cultural or natural property 
in question is situated.

7.  The C
om

m
ittee shall, w

ith the agreem
ent of the States concerned, 
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co
-ordinate and encourage the studies and research needed for the 

draw
ing up of the lists referred to in paragraphs 2 and 4 of this article.

A
rtic

le
 1

2

The fact that a property belonging to the cultural or natural heritage has 
not been included in either of the tw

o lists m
entioned in paragraphs 2 

and 4 of A
rticle 11 shall in no w

ay be construed to m
ean that it does 

not have an outstanding universal value for purposes other than those 
resulting from

 inclusion in these lists.

A
rtic

le
 1

3

1. The W
orld H

eritage C
om

m
ittee shall receive and study requests 

for 
international 

assistance 
form

ulated 
by 

States 
P

arties 
to 

this 
C

onvention w
ith respect to property form

ing part of the cultural or 
natural heritage, situated in their territories, and included or potentially 
suitable for inclusion in the lists m

entioned referred to in paragraphs 
2 and 4 of A

rticle 11. The purpose of such requests m
ay be to secure 

the protection, conservation, presentation or rehabilitation of such 
property.

2.  R
equests for international assistance under paragraph 1 of this 

article m
ay also be concerned w

ith identification of cultural or natural 
property defined in A

rticles 1 and 2, w
hen prelim

inary investigations 
have show

n that further inquiries w
ould be justified.

3. The C
om

m
ittee shall decide on the action to be taken w

ith regard 
to these requests, determ

ine w
here appropriate, the nature and extent 

of its assistance, and authorize the conclusion, on its behalf, of the 
necessary arrangem

ents w
ith the governm

ent concerned.

4.  The C
om

m
ittee shall determ

ine an order of priorities for its 
operations. It shall in so doing bear in m

ind the respective im
portance 

for the w
orld cultural and natural heritage of the property requiring 

protection, the need to give international assistance to the property 
m

ost representative of a natural environm
ent or of the genius and the 

history of the peoples of the w
orld, the urgency of the w

ork to be done, 
the resources available to the States on w

hose territory the threatened 
property is situated and in particular the extent to w

hich they are able 

to safeguard such property by their ow
n m

eans.

5. The C
om

m
ittee shall draw

 up, keep up to date and publicize a list of 
property for w

hich international assistance has been granted.

6.  The C
om

m
ittee shall decide on the use of the resources of the Fund 

established under A
rticle 15 of this C

onvention. It shall seek w
ays of 

increasing these resources and shall take all useful steps to this end.

7. The C
om

m
ittee shall co

-operate w
ith international and national 

governm
ental and non-governm

ental organizations having objectives 
sim

ilar 
to 

those 
of 

this 
C

onvention. 
For 

the 
im

plem
entation 

of 
its 

program
m

es 
and 

projects, 
the 

C
om

m
ittee 

m
ay 

call 
on 

such 
organizations, particularly the International C

entre for the Study of the 
P

reservation and R
estoration of cultural P

roperty (the R
om

e C
entre), 

the International C
ouncil of M

onum
ents and S

ites (IC
O

M
O

S
) and the 

International U
nion for C

onservation of N
ature and N

atural R
esources 

(IU
C

N
), as w

ell as on public and private bodies and individuals.

8.  D
ecisions of the C

om
m

ittee shall be taken by a m
ajority of tw

o
-

thirds of its m
em

bers present and voting. A
 m

ajority of the m
em

bers 
of the C

om
m

ittee shall constitute a quorum
.

A
rtic

le
 1

4

1. The W
orld H

eritage C
om

m
ittee shall be assisted by a S

ecretariat 
appointed by the D

irector-G
eneral of the U

nited N
ations Educational, 

S
cientific and C

ultural O
rganization.

2. The D
irector-G

eneral of the U
nited N

ations Educational, S
cientific and 

C
ultural O

rganization, utilizing to the fullest extent possible the services 
of the International C

entre for the Study of the P
reservation and the 

R
estoration of C

ultural P
roperty (the R

om
e C

entre), the International 
C

ouncil of M
onum

ents and S
ites (IC

O
M

O
S

) and the International 
U

nion for C
onservation of N

ature and N
atural R

esources (IU
C

N
) in 

their respective areas of com
petence and capability, shall prepare the 

C
om

m
ittee’s docum

entation and the agenda of its m
eetings and shall 

have the responsibility for the im
plem

entation of its decisions.
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IV
. Fund for the Protection of the W

orld C
ultural and N

atural 
H

e
r
it

a
g

e

A
rtic

le
 1

5

1.  A
 Fund for the P

rotection of the W
orld C

ultural and N
atural H

eritage 
of O

utstanding U
niversal Value, called “the W

orld H
eritage Fund”, is 

hereby established.

2.  The Fund shall constitute a trust fund, in conform
ity w

ith the 
provisions 

of 
the 

Financial 
R

egulations 
of 

the 
U

nited 
N

ations 
Educational, S

cientific and C
ultural O

rganization.

3.  The resources of the Fund shall consist of:

 
a. com

pulsory and voluntary contributions m
ade by States  

P
arties to this C

onvention,

 
b. C

ontributions, gifts or bequests w
hich m

ay be m
ade by:

 
(i) other States;

 
(ii) the U

nited N
ations Educational, S

cientific and C
ultural  

O
rganization, other organizations of the U

nited N
ations  system

, 
particularly the U

nited N
ations D

evelopm
ent P

rogram
m

e or other 
intergovernm

ental organizations;

 
(iii) public or private bodies or individuals;

 
c. any interest due on the resources of the Fund;

 
d. funds raised by collections and receipts from

 events organized 
for the benefit of the fund; and

 
e. all other resources authorized by the Fund’s regulations, as 

draw
n  up by the W

orld H
eritage C

om
m

ittee.

4.  C
ontributions to the Fund and other form

s of assistance m
ade 

available to the C
om

m
ittee m

ay be used only for such purposes as 
the C

om
m

ittee shall define. The C
om

m
ittee m

ay accept contributions 
to be used only for a certain program

m
e or project, provided that 

the C
om

m
ittee shall have decided on the im

plem
entation of such 

program
m

e or project. N
o political conditions m

ay be attached to 
contributions m

ade to the Fund.

A
rtic

le
 1

6

1.  W
ithout prejudice to any supplem

entary voluntary contribution, 
the States P

arties to this C
onvention undertake to pay regularly, every 

tw
o years, to the W

orld H
eritage Fund, contributions, the am

ount of 
w

hich, in the form
 of a uniform

 percentage applicable to all States, 
shall be determ

ined by the G
eneral A

ssem
bly of States P

arties to the 
C

onvention, m
eeting during the sessions of the G

eneral C
onference 

of the U
nited N

ations Educational, S
cientific and C

ultural O
rganization. 

This decision of the G
eneral A

ssem
bly requires the m

ajority of the 
States P

arties present and voting, w
hich have not m

ade the declaration 
referred to in paragraph 2 of this A

rticle. In no case shall the com
pulsory 

contribution of States P
arties to the C

onvention exceed 1%
 of the 

contribution to the regular budget of the U
nited N

ations Educational, 
S

cientific and C
ultural O

rganization.

2.  H
ow

ever, each  State referred to in A
rticle 31 or in A

rticle 32 of this 
C

onvention m
ay declare, at the tim

e of the deposit of its instrum
ent of 

ratification, acceptance or accession, that  it shall not be bound by the 
provisions of paragraph 1 of this A

rticle.

3.  A
 State P

arty to the C
onvention w

hich has m
ade the declaration 

referred to in paragraph 2 of this A
rticle m

ay at any tim
e w

ithdraw
 

the said declaration by notifying the D
irector-G

eneral of the U
nited 

N
ations Educational, S

cientific and C
ultural O

rganization. H
ow

ever, 
the w

ithdraw
al of the declaration shall not take effect in regard to 

the com
pulsory contribution due by the State until the date of the 

subsequent G
eneral A

ssem
bly of States parties to the C

onvention.

4.  In order that the C
om

m
ittee m

ay be able to plan its operations 
effectively, the contributions of States P

arties to this C
onvention w

hich 
have m

ade the declaration referred to in paragraph 2 of this A
rticle, 

shall be paid on a regular basis, at least every tw
o years, and should 

not be less than the contributions w
hich they should have paid if they 

had been bound by the provisions of paragraph 1 of this A
rticle.

5.  A
ny State P

arty to the C
onvention w

hich is in arrears w
ith the 

paym
ent of its com

pulsory or voluntary contribution for the current year 
and the calendar year im

m
ediately preceding it shall not be eligible as 

a M
em

ber of the W
orld H

eritage C
om

m
ittee, although this provision 
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shall not apply to the first election.

The term
s of office of any such State w

hich is already a m
em

ber of the 
C

om
m

ittee shall term
inate at the tim

e of the elections provided for in 
A

rticle 8, paragraph 1 of this C
onvention.

A
rtic

le
 1

7

The States P
arties to this C

onvention shall consider or encourage the 
establishm

ent of national public and private foundations or associations 
w

hose purpose is to invite donations for the protection of the cultural 
and natural heritage as defined in A

rticles 1 and 2 of this C
onvention.

A
rtic

le
 1

8

The States P
arties to this C

onvention shall give their assistance to 
international fund-raising cam

paigns organized for the W
orld H

eritage 
Fund under the auspices of the U

nited N
ations Educational, S

cientific 
and C

ultural O
rganization. They shall facilitate collections m

ade by the 
bodies m

entioned in paragraph 3 of A
rticle 15 for this purpose.

V
. 

C
onditions 

and 
A

rrangem
ents 

for 
International 

A
s
s
is

t
a

n
c
e

A
rtic

le
 1

9

A
ny 

State 
P

arty 
to 

this 
C

onvention 
m

ay 
request 

international 
assistance for property form

ing part of the cultural or natural heritage of 
outstanding universal value situated w

ithin its territory. It shall subm
it 

w
ith its request such inform

ation and docum
entation provided for in 

A
rticle 21 as it has in its possession and as w

ill enable the C
om

m
ittee 

to com
e to a decision.

A
rtic

le
 2

0

S
ubject to the provisions of paragraph 2 of A

rticle 13, sub-paragraph 
(c) of A

rticle 22 and A
rticle 23, international assistance provided for 

by this C
onvention m

ay be granted only to property form
ing part of 

the cultural and natural heritage w
hich the W

orld H
eritage C

om
m

ittee 
has decided, or m

ay decide, to enter in one of the lists m
entioned in 

paragraphs 2 and 4 of A
rticle 11.

A
rtic

le
 2

1

1. The W
orld H

eritage C
om

m
ittee shall define the procedure by w

hich 
requests to it for international assistance shall be considered and shall 
specify the content of the request, w

hich should define the operation 
contem

plated, the w
ork that is necessary, the expected cost thereof, 

the degree of urgency and the reasons w
hy the resources of the State 

requesting assistance do not allow
 it to m

eet all the expenses. S
uch 

requests m
ust be supported by experts’ reports w

henever possible.

2.  R
equests based upon disasters or natural calam

ities should, by 
reasons of the urgent w

ork w
hich they m

ay involve, be given im
m

ediate, 
priority consideration by the C

om
m

ittee, w
hich should have a reserve 

fund at its disposal against such contingencies.

3.  B
efore com

ing to a decision, the C
om

m
ittee shall carry out such 

studies and consultations as it deem
s necessary.

A
rtic

le
 2

2

A
ssistance granted by the W

orld H
eritage C

om
m

ittee m
ay take the 

follow
ing form

s:

1.  studies concerning the artistic, scientific and technical problem
s 

raised by the protection, conservation, presentation and rehabilitation 
of the cultural and natural heritage, as defined in paragraphs 2 and 4 of 
A

rticle 11of this C
onvention;

2.  provisions of experts, technicians and skilled labour to ensure that 
the approved w

ork is correctly carried out;

3.  training of staff and specialists at all levels in the field of identification, 
protection, conservation, presentation and rehabilitation of the cultural 
and natural heritage;

4.  supply of equipm
ent w

hich the State concerned does not possess 
or is not in a position to acquire;

5.  low
-interest or interest-free loans w

hich m
ight be repayable on a 

long-term
 basis;

6.  the granting, in exceptional cases and for special reasons, of non-
repayable subsidies.
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A
rtic

le
 2

3

The 
W

orld 
H

eritage 
C

om
m

ittee 
m

ay 
also 

provide 
international 

assistance to national or regional centres for the training of staff 
and specialists at all levels in the field of identification, protection, 
conservation, presentation and rehabilitation of the cultural and natural 
heritage.

A
rtic

le
 2

4

International assistance on a large scale shall be preceded by detailed 
scientific, econom

ic and technical studies. These studies shall draw
 

upon the m
ost advanced techniques for the protection, conservation, 

presentation and rehabilitation of the natural and cultural heritage and 
shall be consistent w

ith the objectives of this C
onvention. The studies 

shall also seek m
eans of m

aking rational use of the resources available 
in the State concerned.

A
rtic

le
 2

5

A
s a general rule, only part of the cost of w

ork necessary shall be 
borne by the international com

m
unity. The contribution of the State 

benefiting from
 international assistance shall constitute a substantial 

share of the resources devoted to each program
m

e or project, unless 
its resources do not perm

it this.

A
rtic

le
 2

6

The W
orld H

eritage C
om

m
ittee and the recipient State shall define in 

the agreem
ent they conclude the conditions in w

hich a program
m

e 
or project for w

hich international assistance under the term
s of this 

C
onvention is provided, shall be carried out. It shall be the responsibility 

of 
the 

State 
receiving 

such 
international 

assistance 
to 

continue 
to protect, conserve and present the property so safeguarded, in 
observance of the conditions laid dow

n by the agreem
ent.

V
I. Educational Program

m
es

A
rtic

le
 2

7

1.  The States P
arties to this C

onvention shall endeavor by all appropriate 
m

eans, and in particular by educational and inform
ation program

m
es, 

to strengthen appreciation and respect by their peoples of the cultural 
and natural heritage defined in A

rticles 1 and 2 of the C
onvention.

2.  They shall undertake to keep the public broadly inform
ed of the 

dangers threatening this heritage and of the activities carried on in 
pursuance of this C

onvention.

A
rtic

le
 2

8

States P
arties to this C

onvention w
hich receive international assistance 

under the C
onvention shall take appropriate m

easures to m
ake know

n 
the im

portance of the property for w
hich assistance has been received 

and the role played by such assistance.

V
II. R

eports

A
rtic

le
 2

9

1.  The States P
arties to this C

onvention shall, in the reports w
hich they 

subm
it to the G

eneral C
onference of the U

nited N
ations Educational, 

S
cientific and C

ultural O
rganization on dates and in a m

anner to be 
determ

ined by it, give inform
ation on the legislative and adm

inistrative 
provisions w

hich they have adopted and other action w
hich they have 

taken for the application of this C
onvention, together w

ith details of 
the experience acquired in this field.

2. These reports shall be brought to the attention of the W
orld H

eritage 
C

om
m

ittee.

3.  The C
om

m
ittee shall subm

it a report on its activities at each of the 
ordinary sessions of the G

eneral C
onference of the U

nited N
ations 

Educational, S
cientific and C

ultural O
rganization.
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V
III. Final C

lauses

A
rtic

le
 3

0

This C
onvention is draw

n up in A
rabic, English,French, R

ussian and 
S

panish, the five texts being equally authoritative.

A
rtic

le
 3

1

1. This C
onvention shall be subject to ratification or acceptance by 

States m
em

bers of the U
nited N

ations Educational, S
cientific and 

C
ultural O

rganization in accordance w
ith their respective constitutional 

procedures.

2. The instrum
ents of ratification or acceptance shall be deposited w

ith 
the D

irector-G
eneral of the U

nited N
ations Educational, S

cientific and 
C

ultural O
rganization.

A
rtic

le
 3

2

1.,,This C
onvention shall be open to accession by all States not m

em
bers 

of the U
nited N

ations Educational, S
cientific and C

ultural O
rganization 

w
hich are invited by the G

eneral C
onference of the O

rganization to 
accede to it.

2.  A
ccession shall be affected by the deposit of an instrum

ent of 
accession w

ith the D
irector-G

eneral of the U
nited N

ations Educational, 
S

cientific and C
ultural O

rganization.

A
rtic

le
 3

3

This C
onvention shall enter into force three m

onths after the date of 
the deposit of the tw

entieth instrum
ent of ratification, acceptance or 

accession, but only w
ith respect to those States w

hich have deposited 
their respective instrum

ents of ratification, acceptance or accession on 
or before that date. It shall enter into force w

ith respect to any other 
State three m

onths after the deposit of its instrum
ent of ratification, 

acceptance or accession.

A
rtic

le
 3

4

The follow
ing provisions shall apply to those States P

arties to this 

C
onvention w

hich have a federal or non-unitary constitutional system
:

1.  w
ith regard to the provisions of this C

onvention, the im
plem

entation 
of w

hich com
es under the legal jurisdiction of the federal or central 

legislative pow
er, the obligations of the federal or central governm

ent 
shall be the sam

e as for those States parties w
hich are not federal 

States;

2.  w
ith regard to the provisions of this C

onvention, the im
plem

entation 
of w

hich com
es under the legal jurisdiction of individual constituent 

States, countries, provinces or cantons that are not obliged by the 
constitutional system

 of the federation to take legislative m
easures, 

the federal governm
ent shall inform

 the com
petent authorities of such 

States, countries, provinces or cantons of the said provisions, w
ith its 

recom
m

endation for their adoption.

A
rtic

le
 3

5

1.  E
ach State P

arty to this C
onvention m

ay denounce the C
onvention.

2. The denunciation shall be notified by an instrum
ent in w

riting, 
deposited w

ith the D
irector-G

eneral of the U
nited N

ations Educational, 
S

cientific and C
ultural O

rganization.

3.   The denunciation shall take effect tw
elve m

onths after the receipt 
of the instrum

ent of denunciation. It shall not affect the financial 
obligations of the denouncing State until the date on w

hich the 
w

ithdraw
al takes effect.

A
rtic

le
 3

6

The D
irector-G

eneral of the U
nited N

ations Educational, S
cientific 

and C
ultural O

rganization shall inform
 the States m

em
bers of the 

O
rganization, the States not m

em
bers of the O

rganization w
hich are 

referred to in A
rticle 32, as w

ell as the U
nited N

ations, of the deposit 
of all the instrum

ents of ratification, acceptance, or accession provided 
for in A

rticles 31 and 32, and of the denunciations provided for in 
A

rticle 35.
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A
rtic

le
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7

1.  This C
onvention m

ay be revised by the G
eneral C

onference of the 
U

nited N
ations Educational, S

cientific and C
ultural O

rganization. A
ny 

such revision shall, how
ever, bind only the States w

hich shall becom
e 

P
arties to the revising convention.

2.  If the G
eneral C

onference should adopt a new
 convention revising 

this C
onvention in w

hole or in part, then, unless the new
 convention 

otherw
ise 

provides, 
this 

C
onvention 

shall 
cease 

to 
be 

open 
to 

ratification, acceptance or accession, as from
 the date on w

hich the 
new

 revising convention enters into force.

A
rtic

le
 3

8

In conform
ity w

ith A
rticle 102 of the C

harter of the U
nited N

ations, 
this C

onvention shall be registered w
ith the S

ecretariat of the U
nited 

N
ations at the request of the D

irector-G
eneral of the U

nited N
ations 

Educational, S
cientific and C

ultural O
rganization.

D
one in P

aris, this tw
enty-third day of N

ovem
ber 1972, in tw

o authentic 
copies bearing the signature of the P

resident of the seventeenth 
session of the G

eneral C
onference and of the D

irector-G
eneral of the 

U
nited N

ations Educational, S
cientific and C

ultural O
rganization, w

hich 
shall be deposited in the archives of the U

nited N
ations Educational, 

S
cientific and C

ultural O
rganization, and certified true copies of w

hich 
shall be delivered to all the States referred to in A

rticles 31 and 32 as 
w

ell as to the U
nited N

ations.

A
uthor 

M
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